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COUNTRY SPORT ENRICHMENT SCHEME 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.03 am]: I rise to inform members of 
an exciting initiative that will see one of our country’s most popular and successful sporting teams, the 
Hockeyroos, play two international fixtures in Kalgoorlie this weekend. The Hockeyroos will play Japan in 
Kalgoorlie in two internationally recognised matches as part of their World Cup and Commonwealth Games 
warm-up preparations. I am delighted to announce that the Liberal–National government will contribute $50 000 
towards the four-day visit through the country sport enrichment scheme. Members will have heard me speak 
previously about this grant scheme, which takes elite sporting individuals, teams and events into regional WA, 
providing enormous benefits to local communities across our state. In my experience, there is no substitute for 
young people watching the nation’s elite athletes in action firsthand. Often these experiences inspire kids to 
compete at the highest level and they certainly provide lifelong memories for many. This will be the first time 
that two international teams have travelled to Kalgoorlie to play sanctioned international matches, which should 
make for an exciting program. 

The enormous value of the country sport enrichment scheme lies not just in the hosting of elite events; the 
broader community benefits that flow from associated activities that the teams conduct while in the regions are 
arguably just as important. People in the goldfields region will not only get to see two world-class hockey 
games, but also have an opportunity to enjoy a wide range of community activities around this visit that will 
engage hockey lovers and players of all ages and abilities. An important part of the four-day visit from today to 
23 March will be the community events, which include open team training sessions, school clinics conducted by 
the Hockeyroos, a junior hockey clinic for community players conducted by the Hockeyroos, a Hookin2Hockey 
registration session with the Hockeyroos, a coaches session for the community, and an umpiring workshop 
conducted by Olympic umpire Melissa Trivic. 

Other sports that have taken elite matches and/or events to the regions through the CSES include baseball, 
Australian Rules football, tennis, basketball, rugby union, golf and soccer, as well as Olympic and 
Commonwealth Games representatives. I intend to continue encouraging my department and the sports that 
receive these grants to partner more closely with other agencies that share an interest in this area, such as Culture 
and the Arts and Regional Development. Having witnessed on many occasions the significant benefits provided 
to regional communities by the country sport enrichment scheme, I would like to confirm my ongoing support 
and commitment to a program of which I am very proud. 
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